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YOUTH DIALOGUE 
ON AGRI-FOOD BUSINESSES AND START-UPS: SHARING BEST PRACTICES AND FINANCING 

SOLUTIONS  
Sharing successful experiences of youth involvement and collaboration opportunities in 

local agri-food supply and value chains 
SIDE EVENT CODE: YV14 

Thursday, 19th October 2023 | 14.00 – 15.30 CEST 
REGISTRATION: 

https://events.zoom.us/ev/AhkGy0rt5SRF32ZDL9BpbV6ZK_Dwc4_5gGaFEOkH9lRgAQr83738~AggLX
sr32QYFjq8BlYLZ5I06Dg?lmt=1696335801000 

CONCEPT NOTE 
1. Background and Context 

The Food Systems Summit processes brought together governments, young people, civil society, 
businesses, Indigenous Peoples, international agencies, farmers, food system champions, and many 
others with a stake in food systems transformation. Among the priorities emphasised by Member 
States and stakeholder groups was the transformation of local food systems to enhance their 
resilience and inclusivity in the face of shocks and stresses, supporting long-term resilient and 
inclusive economies and societies. Global coalitions were formed following the process in 2021 to 
accelerate coordinated, collective action and provide tailored support for countries to address their 
priorities in their national pathway documents.  
The process exposed the fact that young people are disproportionately affected by current global 
challenges, including pandemics, climate and biodiversity crises, hunger and malnutrition. They will 
also bear the responsibility of finding and implementing long-term solutions to the economic, social, 
and environmental consequences of these cascading crises. Yet, they remain largely marginalized 
from global, regional, national and local decision-making processes. Therefore, involvement of 
youth in food system transformation is crucial. Their active participation in food systems, utilization 
of their on-the-ground/local knowledge and inclusion in policy formulation are prerequisites for 
building local resilience capacities.  

2. Short description 

The Youth Dialogue Side Event (virtual) organised by the Resilient Local Food Supply Chains 
Alliance and the HDP Nexus Coalitions will bring together young leaders to discuss their 
contributions that can shape local food supply and value chains by discussing key priorities for 
youth engagement, addressing their needs and amplifying their voices. It will seek to emphasise 
the potential of young people as transformative catalysts, exchange on youth and employment 
opportunities as entrepreneurs, highlighting academic and research opportunities in food 
production, supply and consumption along the national supply and value chains.   

The dialogue intends to facilitate a discussion among youth organisations and emerging leaders, 
discussing and proposing goals and strategies, including innovative actions for addressing the local 
impact of multiple crises. 

Participants can engage in an explorative discussion of potential opportunities, obstacles and areas 
of improvement to empower their involvement and further collaboration.   

3. Session Objective  
The objective of the Dialogue is to explore the role of young people in local food supply 
chains/local food systems using the following: 

1. Sharing examples of successful experiences of youth involvement in addressing 
crises local and national crises that affect food supply. 

2. Illustrating obstacles and challenges faced by young entrepreneurs in 
agriculture along the food supply and value chains, with the innovative solutions they 
have devised. 

3. Facilitating a discussion on opportunities and possible collaboration for young 
people to access support for elevating their projects and ideas for business start-ups. 
The focus should be on innovation in accessing funding, networking opportunities and 
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knowledge providing concrete examples that can be brought to scale. 
4. Key messages for participants:  

1. Youth inclusion is crucial: The involvement of young people in food systems 
transformation is essential for effective and inclusive decision-making and exploring 
long-term solutions are needed from youth.  

2. Youth as agents of change: Young people have the potential to drive change and 
innovation in agriculture and food supply. Showcase successful examples of youth 
engagement and how young entrepreneurs can raise their incomes and contribute to 
sustainable agri-food businesses. 

3. Collaborative actions: Exploring innovative and tangible examples of collaboration 
to scale up initiatives on the ground is crucial, with an emphasis on facilitating access 
to crucial resources such as funding, networks, and knowledge. 

5. The Agenda  
 

 
 

Time Allocation Content Person in Charge 

14:00 - 14:05 (5 min) Welcome, objectives and agenda of the 
session 

Moderator: Ms Ruth Jepchumba 
Co-Founder and President, ReFood Network - Kenya 

14:05 - 14:10 (5 min)  Short opening remarks by the Lead – 
Resilient Local Food Supply Chains 
Alliance and Head of Secretariat – HDP 
Nexus Coalition 

Mrs Samira Hotobah-During - Lead, Resilient 
Local Food Supply Chains Alliance 
Mrs Emilie Chazelle – Head of the Secretariat, 
HDP Nexus 
WFP, Italy 

14:10 - 14:20 (10 min)  Setting the Scene on the role of youth in 
contributing to local and national food 
supply production, distribution and 
consumption 

Speaker: Mrs Evelyn Dias 
Co-Founder and Head of Technology, ReFood 
Network – Kenya 
Founder and CEO, Santa Foods Alimentados - Brazil 

14:20 - 14:30 (10 min)  
Each speaker has 5 
minutes session 
 

Moderated panel discussion - Session 
1  
Topic: Explorative discussion on 
opportunities and possible collaboration 
for young people to access support for 
elevating their projects and ideas for 
business start-ups.  
 

Speaker 1:   Mr Nicolas Gholam 
Founder, Mawsam Beirut SARL – Lebanon 
Mawsam Beirut SARL, a distribution company for 
local small-scale producers. 
Speaker 2: Ms Alya Fatina Diandari 
Chief Marketing Officer, Surplus Indonesia – 
Indonesia 
Food commerce with B-Corp certification focuses on 
preventing food products from becoming food waste 
by helping F&B enterprises sell their overstock, near-
expired, imperfect products with a flash sale 
discount. 

14:30 - 14:40 (10 min) Q&A and comments from the audience  Moderator: Ruth Jepchumba 

14:40 - 14:50 (10 min) Moderated panel discussion - Session 
2  
 

Speaker 3: Mr Ahmed Gaafar Al Hebshi 
Founder and Executive Manager, BeFarm – Yemen 
Speaker 4:  Ms Mariafrancesca Serra  
Leader, Usellus Organic Farm – Italy 
New Young Leader, Coldiretti Donne Impresa 
(Women in Agriculture) – Italy 

14:50 - 15:00 (10 min)  Q&A and comments from the audience  Moderator: Ruth Jepchumba 

15:00 - 15:10 (10 min) Moderated panel discussion - Session 
3 
 

Speaker 5: Mr Dmitry Pozhidaev 
Global Advisor and Uganda Head Office, United 
Nations Capital Development Fund (UNCDF) – 
Uganda 
Speaker 6:  Mr Kingsley Adofo-Addo 
SME Banking Head, Ecobank – Pan-Africa 

15:10 - 15:20 (10 min)  Q&A and comments from the audience  Moderator: Ruth Jepchumba 

15:20 - 15:30 (10 min)  Closing remarks and next steps  Speaker: Mrs Sylvie Wabbescandotti 
FAO, Italy 
Moderator: Ruth Jepchumba 
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