
YOUTH DIALOGUE ON RESILIENT LOCAL
FOOD SUPPLY CHAINS

SEPT 15 2022

10:00 – 11:30 CEST | Online Dialogue (register here)– Interpretation: English/French

INTRODUCTION

In 2021, the UN Food Systems Summit (UNFSS) process brought together governments, young
people, civil society, businesses, Indigenous Peoples, international agencies, farmers, food system
champions and many others with a stake in food systems transformation. The Summit placed a
spotlight on the need for food systems’ transformation and served as a catalyst for the development
of national pathways to achieve this transformation. This process also led to the formation of global
coalitions to accelerate coordinated, collective action and tailored support for countries to address
their priorities in their national pathway documents.

One of the priorities of the UNFSS, and echoed by Member States and stakeholder groups involved
in the global process of collecting game-changing solutions and facilitating national dialogues for
identifying national priorities, was the need to transform local food systems to prevent, anticipate,
absorb and adapt to shocks and stresses in the short-term, for supporting resilient and inclusive
economies and societies in the long term.

This Youth Dialogue is being held by the Club of Rome and the Resilient Local Food Supply Chains
Alliance (the Alliance) to provide youth groups and young leaders the chance to addd their voices
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and participate complement, enhance and suggest aspirations and solutions for resilient local food
supply chains.

The Resilient Local Food Supply Chains Alliance, one of the coalitions that emerged from the UNFSS
under the Action Area of Building Resilience to Vulnerabilities, Shocks and Stresses, is an
inter-agency platform dedicated to supporting countries to build more resilient and inclusive supply
chains to manage and withstand today’s multiple and interconnected shocks and stresses
(environmental and climate, health, trade disruptions and the recent multiple crises of food and fuel
price rises). Its focus is on building resilience through supporting countries to enhance
risk-informed, local, diverse and nutritious food production for local consumption (demand and
need), for food security and enhanced nutrition. The Alliance is led by the World Food Programme
and co-led by the United Nations Capital Development Fund (UNCDF) with the support of the
International Fund for Aricultural Development and the United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO). The African Union Development Agency-NEPAD (AUDA-NEPAD) is a
committed regional supporter and champion of the Alliance.

The Dialogue aims to build on the momentum of the UN Food Systems Summit, where, over the
past year, close to 100,000 young people around the world leveraged the platform to collectively
identify critical priorities, outline commitments and call for leadership by governments in food
system transformation. More importantly, it also aims to follow up on the work of the UNFSS
Resilient Local Food Supply Chains Alliance.

WHY THE YOUTH SHOULD BE INVOLVED

Addressing the challenges and constraints that are faced when building resilient local food systems
will be incomplete without placing young people at the centre of the conversation and action. The
policies, strategies and funding in food systems need to address their needs, ensure and equip them
with the tools, knowledge and finance to address the challenges and constraints. Young people are
(and will be) the most affected by today’s great challenges – from pandemic to climate and
biodiversity crisis to hunger and malnutrition – and will be responsible for finding and implementing
solutions for the long-term economic, social and environmental consequences of these cascading
crisis.

Their proactive participation is essential for knowledge sharing and developing national level
actionable programmes. Their voices should be amplified and they should be fully involved in the
context specific solutions as approximately 50% of the world’s population is under 30. In Africa, that
number rises to 60%.

Young people will have to live with the consequences of decisions made today, longer than anyone
else. In this regard, their role is pivotal in decision-making and in ensuring systemic change for
creating inclusive, resilient and sustainable food systems. Most importantly, they are the future. They
need to be recognized as agents of change, not just passive recipients of assistance.
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KEY OBJECTIVES OF THE DIALOGUE

1. Explore the role of young people in local food supply chains/local food systems systems in
alignment with the key priorities of the Resilient Local Food Supply Chains Alliance

2. Discuss how both Alliance Stakeholders and youth groups can make concrete commitments
and actions at all levels (including youth participation, employment, and capacity building)

3. Share example of successful good practices and successful experiences of youth engagement
in resilient local food systems

This dialogue is also intended to serve as input to the work of the Resilient Local Food Supply
Chains Alliance, for creating the necessary intergenerational linkages, facilitating the continuous
exchange of knowledge across youth groups and providing examples of successes by young people
that have contributed to building resilient local food supply chains.

TARGET AUDIENCE

Participants of the dialogue will be young people from all regions working in food, agriculture and
related sectors, (economic, agritech, university students) as well as stakeholders from UN, policy, and
civil society levels, who are active in the field of resilience of food, agriculture and rural
development.

PROGRAMME AGENDA

TIME TOPIC SPEAKERS/ FACILITATORS

Session 1
Welcome & Introduction

00:00 – 00:05 Welcome & Opening remarks

● All participants are welcomed and invited to
introduce themselves in the chat and put their
names and organisation on their screens

● Overview of Agenda & Objectives

● Introduction of the Moderator

● Building on the learnings from the UNFSS
and Young People

Mimansha Joshi

Moderated by Ntiokam Divine,
Climate Smart Youth Agriculture
Network

Sandrine Dixson-Decleve,
Co-President, Club of Rome

Saleemul Huq, Director, ICCCAD

Session 2
The youth imperative

00:05 – 00:15 INTRODUCING RESILIENT LOCAL FOOD
SUPPLY CHAINS ALLIANCE
● Priorities of the Alliance

Why is there a need to promote youth
engagement in resilient local food systems?
How can young people become more
involved?

● A practical case: UNCDF’s Agora – Enterprise
Online Investor Platform

Samira Hotobah-During, WFP

Cheikh Tidjane N’Dongo -
AUDA-NEPAD

UNCDF Representative

3



● Projects targeting young people
IFAD Representative

Session 3
Unpacking tensions,
Identifying opportunities
for positive change and a
systemic transformation
of food systems

00:15 – 1:00 Interactive dialogue and roundtable discussions
on youth involvement in resilient local food
supply chains

● What are the aspirations of the youth in
resilient local food systems: challenges,
constraints

● How can young people contribute and
become more involved in building resilient
local food supply chains? Specifically, in light
of existing and recent global crises

● What are the success stories/ good practices
that we can learn from? What platforms can
we leverage?

45 minutes of interactive
discussions by youth audience –
two breakout groups

Two Moderators (tbc) for two
breakout groups

● Dunja Trifunovic
● Mike Khunga

Interpretation to be provided

Session 4
Shared vision and
partnership building

1:00 – 1:20 ● What are the the clear action points for youth
involvement in local food systems to ensure
food security and resilience?

● Emerging solutions, partnership building and
identification of best strategies for fully
engaging youth – short, medium and long
term

Report back from breakout
sessions

Moderated by Ntiokam Divine

Closing 1:20 – 1:30 Wrap Up & Next steps FAO
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