
YOUTH DIALOGUE ON AGRI-FOOD BUSINESSES AND
STARTUPS: SHARING BEST PRACTICES AND FINANCING

SOLUTIONS

APRIL 13 ,2023

14:00 – 15: CEST | Online Dialogue (Zoom link to be inserted)

Interpretation: English/French/English

INTRODUCTION

In 2021, the UN Food Systems Summit (UNFSS) process brought together governments, young people, civil

society, businesses, Indigenous Peoples, international agencies, farmers, food system champions and many

others with a stake in food systems transformation. The Summit placed a spotlight on the need for food

systems’ transformation and served as a catalyst for the development of national pathways to achieve this

transformation. This process also led to the formation of global coalitions to accelerate coordinated, collective

action and tailored support for countries to address their priorities in their national pathway documents.

One of the priorities of the UNFSS, and echoed by Member States and stakeholder groups involved in the

global process of collecting game-changing solutions and facilitating national dialogues for identifying national

priorities, was the need to transform local food systems to prevent, anticipate, absorb and adapt to shocks
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and stresses in the short- and mid-term, for supporting resilient and inclusive economies and societies in the

long term.

This Youth Dialogue is part of a series that is being held , by the Resilient Local Food Supply Chains Alliance (the

Alliance) to provide youth groups and young leaders the chance to add their voices and participate,

complement, enhance and suggest aspirations and solutions for resilient local food supply chains.

The Resilient Local Food Supply Chains Alliance, one of the coalitions that emerged from the UNFSS under the

Action Area of Building Resilience to Vulnerabilities, Shocks and Stresses, is a country led multi-stakeholder

platform dedicated to supporting countries to build more resilient and inclusive local food supply chains that

can manage and withstand today’s multiple and interconnected shocks and stresses (environmental and

climate, health, trade disruptions and the recent multiple crises of food and fuel price rises). Its focus is on

building resilience through supporting countries to enhance risk-informed, local, diverse and nutritious food

production for local consumption (demand and need), for food security and enhanced nutrition. Engaging with

young people and facilitating their work in food systems is a major objective of the Alliance. The Alliance is led

by the World Food Programme and co-led by the United Nations Capital Development Fund (UNCDF) with the

support of the International Fund for Aricultural Development and the United Nations Food and Agriculture

Organization (FAO). The African Union Development Agency-NEPAD (AUDA-NEPAD) is a committed regional

supporter and champion of the Alliance.

The Dialogue series aims to build on the momentum of the UN Food Systems Summit, where, in 2021, close to

100,000 young people around the world leveraged the event to identify critical priorities for youth

participation in food systems transformation, outline commitments that will be required to deepen youth

participation and call for leadership by governments in food system transformation.

This Dialogue is informed by the results, thoughts and recommendations of the first Youth Dialogue held on

the 15th September 2022, in collaboration with the International Centre for Climate Change and Development

(ICCCAD) and the Club of Rome. In that dialogue, the audience highlighted three key areas to be explored more

deeply in the next dialogues of the series. These were: Agri-Business and Financing, Young Scientists, and

Agri-technpreneurs and Financing.

WHY THE YOUTH SHOULD BE INVOLVED

The message of the 2021 UN Food Systems Summit was that solutions for addressing food systems

transformation will be ineffective and incomplete without placing young people at the centre of the

conversation and action. The policies, strategies and funding in food systems need to address their needs,

ensure and equip them with the tools, knowledge and finance to address the challenges and constraints the

face as they seek to play their part in the process. Young people are (and will be) the most affected by today’s

great challenges – from pandemic to climate and biodiversity crises to hunger and malnutrition – and will be

responsible for finding and implementing solutions for the long-term economic, social and environmental

consequences of these cascading crises.
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Their proactive participation is essential for knowledge sharing and developing national level actionable

programmes. Their voices should be amplified and they should be fully involved in context specific solutions

as approximately 50% of the world’s population is under 30. Young people offer a huge potential for global

peace and prosperity. For example, in Africa the number of young people under 30 rises to 60%.

Young people will have to live with the consequences of decisions made today, longer than anyone else. In this

regard, their role is pivotal in decision-making and in ensuring systemic change for creating inclusive, resilient

and sustainable food systems. They need to be recognized as agents of change, not just passive recipients of

assistance.

KEY OBJECTIVES OF THE DIALOGUE

1. Explore the role of young people in local food supply chains/local food systems in alignment with the
key priorities of the Resilient Local Food Supply Chains Alliance

2. Share examples of successful good practices and successful experiences of youth engagement in
resilient local food systems and demonstrate how young people can raise their incomes through
involvement as entrepreneurs in agriculture and food supply, showing that small agri-food businesses
can also be successful.

3. Facilitate a discussion on opportunities and challenges for start-ups and small entrepreneurs to access
funding for their innovative solutions, projects and ideas for business start-ups.. The focus should be on
practical solutions and concrete examples, linked to finding ways to scale up successful actions on the
ground.

TARGET AUDIENCE

Participants of the dialogue will be young people from all regions working in food, agriculture and related
sectors (economic, agritech, university students) as well as stakeholders from UN, policy, and civil society
levels, who are active in the field of resilience, food supply chains, agriculture and rural development.
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AGENDA

Time
allocation

Content Person responsible

14:00 –
14:05
(5 min)

Welcome, objectives of the session,
agenda

Moderator: Ms Makandi Laiboni, Senior Manager, Digital
Strategy, Tupande by One Acre Fund, Kenya

14:05 –
14:10
(5 min)

Short opening remarks by the Resilience
Local Food Supply Chains Alliance

Speaker: Ms Samira Hotobah-During, WFP, Italy

14:10 –
14:17
(7 min)

Setting the Scene on the role of youth in
building resilient local food supply
chains

Speaker: Ms Oumou Diallo, Co-founder, Action Against
Climate Warming (ACOREC) and member of young voices
of the Sahel, a UNICEF Initiative for young climate actors in
the Sahel region, Republic of Guinea – On her work on
climate change and resilient local supply chains, her own
NGO work with young people in Guinea and the work
experiences with UNICEF

14:17 –
15:05
(48 min)

Moderated panel discussion: Sharing
examples of successful good practices
and experiences/challenges of youth
engagement in in agri-food businesses
and learning from finance
representatives on opportunities and
challenges for start-ups and small
entrepreneurs to access funding for
their innovative solutions, projects and
ideas.
(5 min presentations by the panelists
[total 20 min], followed by a
moderated panel dialogue [28 min])

Speaker 1: Ms Jane Baldwin, Acting Head Agrifood
Systems, Pan-African Programs, Mastercard Foundation,
Canada – On funding opportunities for young people in
food systems offered by the foundation.

Speaker 2: Mr Romuald Allagbe, (title and role tbc), Caisse
des Dépôts et Consignations du Bénin, CDC Benin – On
concrete experiences on creating funding opportunities for
young people in agri-food businesses in Benin

Speaker 3: Mr Rotimi Opeyemi Olawale, CEO, JR Farms,
Nigeria, Rwanda, Zambia, Netherlands – On experiences
from JR Farms on their work in general with young
agrifood entrepreneurs and also around the challenges and
opportunities when it comes to funding opportunities for
young people in the projects of JR farms
Speaker 4: Ms Sarah Hernandez, Co-Founder of La
Huertica Urbana, Dominican Republic – On the work of La
Huertica Urbana and start up in an agri-food business - the
concrete experiences with regard to funding their business
and scaling up operations.
Speaker 5: Ms Oumou Diallo, Engaging in the panel
dialogue – special role putting specific questions to the
other panelists on the practicalities regarding access to
funding.

15:05 -
15:25
(20 min)

Q&A and comments from the audience Moderator: Ms Makandi Laiboni
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15:25 –
15:30
(5 min)

Closing remarks and next steps Speaker: name tbc, African Union Development Agency
-(AUDA-NEPAD)
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